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Miliam Fenwick, Eſq; High Sheriff 
of the County of Northumber- 
land, and to the Gentlemen of 
the Grand fury, 


Sir William Blacket, Bart. | Ralph Wallas, Eſq; 

Tho. Forfter, Jun. Eſq; John Rogers, F1q; 

Will. Ogle, Eid; Fobn Blas let, Eiq; 
Jawin Aynſtey, Eq; Suretyes Swinburne, Eſq; 
Robert Liſle, Eſq; Villiam Bacon, Eſq; 
Robert Lawſon, Eſq; Fofeph Carr. Eſq, 
Thomas Burrell, Eſq; Gabriel Hall, Eſq; 
Robert Shafto, Eſa, | hu Horſley, Eiq; 
William Shafto. Eſq; Ralph Brandlirg, Eq, 
Cabriel Reed, Lig Robert Coatsforth, Gent, 
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Gentlemen, 


HE following Sermon comes abroad under 
K the Honour of your Protection. 
1 ſhall not Diſable my felf in the Coumon 
Forms of Excuſe, by begging Pardon for the 
'eakneſs of it, Foreſceing, the Guilt of the Preſs 
wil, of Courſe, ly upon jou, whoſe - Commands 
"ze bin the Cauſe of this Publ cation, 
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But let that ſuccede, as it wil, tit a Sati;- 
faction to me I cannot Deſcribe, that I am thu; 
talen Notice of by Perſons, whoſe Principle, 
| and Worth do fo ſignally Recommend them to 
' the Eſteem of their Country; and at the fame time, 
I think, I cannot Miſcarry in my Obedience upon 
' this Occaſion, fince I am in the Hands of Gentle- 


men, who wil not let me eaſily fmk under the Ex. 
ceptions of the il Natur d, or the Jealouſies of . 
D1ſaffefted, In confidence of this Support I fab. 


ſeribe my Jelf, 
Ever Honoured SIRS, 


Your moſt faithful 
humble Servant, 


FV. H. | > 
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But T ſay unto you, That except your 
Righteouſneſs excede the Reighteouf- 
neſs of the Scribes, and Phariſees, 
ye ſhal in no Caſe enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven. 


HESE Words are Part of our Savi- 
or's Sermon upon the Mount, deli- 
ver'd for the Inſtruction of al Chri- 
ſtian People in al Ages, to the End 
of the World. Aud tho', indeed, 

ais Diſciples were only preſent, being Admitted 

or wiſe Reaſoas to be his Auditors, exclative of 
he Multitude, yet are Al Chriſtian Profeſſors his 

Diſcipiles too, and are equally obliged by the Doc- 

'rines, and Duties, that may Ariſe trom the Words 

of my Text, or any Part of this Chapter. The 

Diſciples were not yet made Apoſtles, nor were 

they Commiſſion'd to Preach, or to Teach in any 

Reſpect z they were yet but Probationers, and had 

not that Taſt of the Tendency, and Defign of 
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Chriſtianity, in which aiterwards their Attainments 


were ſo great and Conſpicuous. | 
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At firſt they were not diſtinguiſh't by their Gifs, 
and Graces from the common People, whole Minds 
were to be prepar'd for the Reception of the Goſpe| 
by the Miracles which our Savior wrought, and 
the Good he did them. The Acts of Benevolence. 
and Love, were to open their Hearts, and to make 
his Entrance eaſy, and ſucceſsful. 

Thus the lame Man got hold of him upon the ſcore 
of his Limbs.the blind Man for the fake of his Eycs. 
and the Deat, and the Dumb, tor the Pleaſure of He 
ing and having their Toung loo/ed; but their Mi; 
were not yet enlightned; they firſt enjoy*'d th- 
Comfort of his Miracles, before his Doctrines mad 
any Impreſſion. a 

This was ihe State of the Goſpel, in ſhort, when 
our LORD unbolom'd himſelf to his Diſciples on th. 
Mount in the great Articles of this Chapter; Article 
of ſuch Importance, That there is not one of then, 
but what is pregnant of the Life, and Duty ot 
Chriſtian. St. Chryſoſtom is of this Judgment, and 
he runs the Inference from one Virtue to another, ( 
till all are accompliſh't in the Progreſſion. Thus, {or i 
Inſtance, in the Paſſion of Anger, when that is V. B 
derated, and the Heats of it ſuppteſt by Cool, and I 
ſober Thoughts, there is no longer any Inclinatior 0 
to Wrong, and Violence, our Nature do's not fie 
to Revenge, nor our Intereſt to Injuſtice, every 
Thing is apt to ſettle into ſocial Agreeinents, #11 
neighbourly Correſpondence. 

And ſo in the Virtue of Meekreſs, there is 
tent Diſpoſition in it to all that is Good; for an 
Man wil be humble, and obedient, this wil wake 
him kind, and charitable, and from thence he wit: 
Juſt, and Generous : This agen produces Forg::- 

gels of Injurics, that Patience under Affliction, d 
at laſt sub nition to God's Providence Crowns ©!, 
a WIC? 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
] 
} 
t 
1 


_ 


— —- wy — 4+  » + ww a — 8 — 3 — 


which 1s the Tryal of al bis Virtues together. So 
that when one Virtue is in Motion, the reſt are ad- 
vancing; they are like Links in à Chain, they Fol- 
low each other by force of their Nexus, and Contiguity. 

There are ſeveral others ha ve our Savior's Benc- 
diction annexed to them, as bleſſed are the Poor in 
Spirit; Bleſſed are they that do Hunger, and Thirſt af. 
ter Righteouſneſs Bleſſed are the Merci ful; Bleſſed 
tre the Pure in Heart; Bleſſed are the Peace mabers; 
Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
/ake ; but when all is conſider'd, theſe are but fo 
many Specifications of Meeknefs, there is nothing 
here, but what may naturally Flow from a Spirit 
O compos'd as this is. Nay, this is fo Significant in its 
Form, as well as in it's Properties, That our Savior 
thought fir to appear in it, when he was led to the 
Place of his Sufferings, which the Prophet elegant- 
iy Deſcribes in this Manner, He was brought as Lamb 
to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before his Shearers is 
Dumb, ſo opened He not his Mouth. 

This Characker is ſo ſoft and tender, it ſeems to 
Outvy Majeſty it ſelf ; here is Magnanimity in De- 
action, and Grandeur in Humility ; here is Power in 
Reſignation, and Conqueſt in Suffering; the Heart 
Diſlolves under this View, and pours all it's Affecti- 
ans into this Scene. I mention this to ſhew, how 
ih: Son of GOD himſelf made choice of this Orna- 
went, when He was to Convert tlie World; there 
s a Beauty in it Advantageous to Divinity it ſelf, if 
i way fo ſpeak; it made the Office of aMediator ſhine 
m Goodneſs, the Execution of which would have 
luſt much of it's Luſtre without it, 

Now it GOD thought this Virtue fo expedicnt in 
us great Tranſaction between himſelf and Mankind, 
o can we think to make our ſelves Acceptable to 
Him, if we do not in ſome Meafure imitate this imi- 

VC 
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table Perfection? 1 ſay, it we have not ſome L 
nements of this Grace, which leads to every Thing 
elle, very viſible in Us, I do not ſee, ho-] we c 
pretend to the Chriſtian Life, any more than 1 Sol 
dier to Order and Dilcipline, who miuds on 1%; 
22 and he Drum; but takes no Notice ot his 5; 11: 
Ad. 
Twas this Omiſſion and Looſneſs, which was 
Remarkable in the Scribes and Phar Sees x z they ku. 
better, how to Impoſe than to Practiſe ; and the Bu 
dens which they laid on other Mens ShoulJers, the, 
would not Touch with one of their Fingers. This l y 
pocriſy was too wel known to be defended ; and 
therefore our Savior upon all Occaſions charges tl em 
wich it, as a thiug conteſt, and own'd by th: P., 
ple. To be ture, he would give his Diſciples Caution 
againſt theſe Pre varicators, and particularly here |:- 
{cems to ipeak warmly to them, when He lays, . 
cept your Righteonſmeſs excede the Righteouſneſs «Bos 
Scribes and Parijees, ye ſhal in no Caſe enter into 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
There are three things very Obvious in the Div: 
ion of theſe Words. 
Firſt, What is meant by the ie 75 | 


. Serives and Phariſees. 
Secondly, What that Righteouſntſs 18, which 1 0 1 
Excede theirs. 
Thbiruly, The Penalty incurr'd by thoſe, Who ( 
| EY „Ae it, Te ſhal in no Caſe Enter into the c 
| Kingdom of [- 5 7 


As to the Firit, The Righteouſneſs of. the Scrib:; v 
| and Phariſees, We have an ample Account of it :n 

| rhe 23 of St. Matth. by our Savior himſelt, who . 
nounces Eight Woes againſt their Hypocriſy, and 4 
moniſhes his Diſciples, "with ſome Veuemence, to . 
ware of them. They had Authority to Teach by 2 
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. 
Fewi ſu Law, and that he did not Queſtion; they ſat 
in Moſes Seat, and whilſt they Dictated the Truth, 
the People were bound to Obſerve them ; but ſays he, 
Do not ye after their Works, for they jay, and do net. 
Profeſtion is one thing and Action another; Men 
may be very laudable in their Pretenees, and Put a 
grave Face upon a bad Matter; but this only Ag- 
gravates their Sin 3 'tis better to be an open Knave, 
than a ſmooth Hypocrite. He that Profeſſes Villany 
puts me upon my Guard, and gives me fair Warning 
to look about me; tho his Practiſe is Baſe, his Me- 
thod is Generous, and I am really Oblig'd to him, 
That he does not ſurprize Me ; but a Cauting Knave 
that comes with new Light in his Face, and Revela- 
tion in his Mouth, Whofe Words are ſofter than Oil, 
yet are t hey drawn Sword; this Man, if I may 
cal him fo, makes a ſnare of my Integrity, he Draws 
me into Confidence by it, and Employs it to my 
Ruin. Tis like Killing a Bird with a Feather out of 
his mn Ming; he Dies by that very Thing, which 
ſhould Preſerve him. 

Our Savior is ſo Offended with this fort of Men, 
That his Zeal takes up a whole Chapter in his Invec- 
tives againſt them; and to Deſcribe themany other 
Way, than in his own Words, were to Injure that 
Divine Eloquence by which he Reprov'd them. 

Nay our Savior Looks upon rhefe Men, as the 
Oppolers of al Reformation, and therefore the more 
angerous to Mankind by Eſtabliſt't Corruptions; 
and this gave him no little Ardency in his Charge, 
when he faid among other Things, Te ſhut up the 
Hing dom of Heaven againſt Men, neither Going in your 
Def, nor ſuffering them that are Entring to Goin. 

Itfecms, the Truth was not any Way tor the Inte- 
reſt ot 2 Phariſee; and lam Afraid, there are many 
zmongſt Us, who Think juſt as they Did; to long 
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as they can put their Vices to Uſury, they wil ne- 
ver be Contented with hoaeſt Gains. Where is Truth 
and Error, and what are they? Are they not, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, Founded upon Intereſt £ Do not 
the Leaders of al Sects ſeparate for this Reaſon, and 
hope to make themſelves conſiderable this Way ? Is 
not Separation a Work of the Fleſh? I am ſure St. 
Paul tells the Corinthians plainly, That they are yet 
Carnal, thro' their Envying, and Strife, and Diviſi- 
ons; and if it be ſo, there is no Schiſm, but ſom: 
Luſt, or Ocher wil be ſerved by it, and that wil prov: 
Intereſt, and then Let the Separatiſts get clcar of 
this Infer-ncz, if they can. What is there in this 
World, that is not Subj ct to Abuſe, or Corruption 
What Law, or what Doctrine may not beComment«. 
out ot it's genuine Senſe, and made to Countenau: © 
that Error it was D. ſig d to Convince? The Truth 
generally do's not Influence Mens Affections, ber | 
th:ir Affections are the Rule of Truth; tis wel, e N 
are ſafe in a Mathematical Reſpect, Two and Ty; 


nale Four, and the three Angels of a Triangle are N 
Equal to two Right ones, theſe are Propoſitions ur l 


verially Aſſented to; but were the Intereſts of M. 
concern'd to have it otherwiſe, there would be nv 


ſuch taing as Quantity, either in Angles, or Nun. 5 
bers. Pythagoras might Go agen in Queſt of his Ke- | 
Gangnlar Sn the Square of his Baſe wou!:! 150 


be left in the Lurch by the Squares of the two Sides. | 
Mens Hope, and Love of Intereſt makes them ſon | 
tim.s Loyal, and other times Factious; tis th: 
{>ring of our Paſſions, aud with Grief be it ſpok We 
the molt Predominant luclinat ion. | 
How ſoon has a weak Sight bin clear'd up, and 0 
miſtaken Judgment ſet Right, by a good Place in th 1 
State, or a gay Preferment in the Church? And ©: 
the other Hand, how have ſome, thro' this Infirin:- 
* $427 WE ir 
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ty, Drop't their Orthrodox Opinions to the Times, 
and Cring'd away their Conſciences to an Atheiſt, 
ora Republican ? I am unwilling to Recal the La 
ſes of an Order to Remembrance, whoſe Example is 
of ſo great Conſequence to Religion; but then I 
am Perſwaded, it's noways for the Service of it, to 
have them altogether forgotten. 
But to Go on with our Savior's Character of the 
Phariſees, They are like, lays he, unto white Se- 
pulchres, which appear Beautiful without, but are within 
ful of Dead Mens Bones, and all Oncleanneſs , Eben 
fo je alſo outwardly appear Righteous unto Men, but 
within are ful of Hypocriſy, and Iniquity. What can 
be ſaid more of Satan himſelf, who oiten appears 
like an Angelot Light, notwithſtanding the Maltg- 
nity of his Nature? An Hypocrite, a Diſſenbler, a 
Phariſee, thele are al Words to Repreſent a Cheat, 
and a Juggler, they are Names tor fly Wickednels, 
and di{guis'd Immorality. I need not labor this Ar- 
gument to convince you of what I \ay; the Time 
15 treſh in our Memories, when the beſt Government, 
and the beſt Church, was Defſtroy'd by the Rankett 
Hy pocrites in the World. They Pray d, they Faſted, 
le Mept; they Appear'd Righteous unto Men, by 
ſceming Humble, and Contrite; und I allow their 
Contrition, but it was that of the Crocodile, who, 
dis ſaid, always ſhed Tears, before he Devours. Has 
not bin a ſtale Practice for the Saints to Pray, and 
o Plunder > And is it not the Uſage of the Godly 
at this Day, under a Pretence of long Prayers, to De- 
our Pidoms Houſes? The Ambition of the Hypo- 
crite is to be thought Good, not to be fo; a For- 
mal Phraſe, with a Caſs of 1h2 Eye, and a Sigh pumpt 
1p from Officions Lunge, make up the Merits of this 
Mechaniſm, and Modern Saintſhip, 
I ſhall not inſiſt upon the Facts in Hiſtory, oo 
think 
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think, I necd not, to Prove the Hypocriſy of the 
laſt Age; we have too many of that Brood Deſcend. 
ed to Us, who own the Principles of their Fathers. 
and are ready to Act in concert with them upon any 
Occaſion. Nay, the Hypocriſy of the Fathers, 
now ſeeded to down right Atheiſm in the Sons, and 
tis a natural Tranſition from Diſſembling in Reliz; 
On, to be at Jaſt of noneat al, 

But I (hal dwel no longer on theſe Things, becauſ 
they are ſo wel known, That not one of my Aut 
tors of any Education but has heard of them. Ho. 
ever, That we may underſtand the true Groun| © 
our Savior's denouncing Judgment againſt the Scrih 
and Phariſees in my Text, we are to know, That 
they were the great Doctors, and Guides among{t i! 
Fews in all Affairs, both Spiritual, and Tempos. 
Scribe is the Name of an Office, and Phariſee, 11 
Name of a Set; they were both Learned in the! 
Way, and Teachers of the Law of Mojes. Now cr 
Savior in this Caſe Denounces his Woes againſt the 
as Abuſing that Authority, by which they Taug 
He Grants, they were legally Appointed to ſit 
Mofes's Seat; He deny'd not their Power to ſuſt: 
and Ex pound, agrecably to the Writings of Me 
aud the Prophets; but when they quitted 
Rule for their own Traditions, and their old eſtab- 
liſh'c Doctrines for new Conceits, and Innovations, 
He bids his Diſciples Beware of them, Do not, ( 
he, after their Works, Follow not their Examp! 
Tate heed of their Pride, and Hypccriſy, of thi; 
Ambition, and Vain Glory, and al that Train of e- 
ſtructive Sins, which carry ſelf Intereſt, and Advai- 
tage along with them, Our Savior was for Rzg41c- 
onſaeſs, not in ſhow, but in Effect; he Abbor'd ti! 
Mask in Religion, by which the Phariſees, ſer vd 
themſelves, and callav'd the People. Twasthe 
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of their Government, 10 lay heavy Purdens,-grievons 
to be Born on Mens Shoulders, and not to Eaſe them 


upon the moſt reaſonable Complains. They advis'd 


them to Public Charity, to pay their Taxes ircely, 


to be Liberal to the Corban, | 1. e.] to the Trezſu- 
ry, in which they were {ure to find their Account, 
and enrich themſelves. Now from this Taint and 
Pravity in the Lives of Teachers and Rulers, tis 
but too Common tor thoſe that are Govern d, oe 
practiſing from theſe Examples, at d to iy then 
ſelves too. 1 here is a Peſticuce in bed £xamplethat 
Mank ind cannot avoid; 'tis one of thole Difcalcs 
that grows Epiden ical 1a an initati 5 it Iniccts the 
Humors, and the Spirits, and carries the v Ol, Van a- 
jung with it. But our Savior ycu ſce, Dchorts from 
this Corruption ich no little Faracltacſs 5 He ſays, 
Do not after their Works; Let not their Authority 
cyerrule you to the Subverſion of ſuch Dectr.nes, 
and Laws, as were obſerv'd by your Forefathers, and 
ſhould be now kept up to their firſt Inſt tution. 
Rave not the Prophets told you, What you arc to 
Do, and is not the Law of Moſes ſufficient for your 
Practice, without the Addition of ſuch Tenents, as 
Ariſe only from the Yiew of private Intereſt, and 
Dominion? In ſhort, The ſum of that Religion 
profeſt by the Phariſees, was to brighten the Outſede, 
their Buſineſs was Coloring, and Varniſh, but al our 
ot Sight ful of Extortion, and Exceſs, 

Now after our Lord had thus Diſſected theſe Hypo- 
73tes, and ſhow'd the World, how Poliſh't they were 
without, and how Unſiniſnh't within, we are not to 
wonder at any thing they did, tho' never ſo Wicked, 
becauſe we cannot expect a good Effect from a bad 
Cauſe, or ſweet Water from a corrupt Fountain. 

He do's not Condemn their legal waſhing of Pots, 
aud Cups, nor any Decency in their way of Living, 

| or 
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or Cleanlineſs in their Furniture, 5 his Deſi Wn is 
to ſhew the Vanity of this Appearance, if it be not 
ſupported by ſome tolerable A greements in a good 
Lite. It is a Caſe very provoking, to ſce the Phari. 
fees ſet u for Purity, like Sepnjchres painted without. 
and full of Rottenneſs within ; but theſe were the 
pious Empirics of former Times, and I dare ſay, w- 
have ſome who will Match them in ours, wit! 
Frontlets of Grace between their Eyes, and Fraud, 
and Collufion in their Heads; we have ſome, Who 
will come up to them in Godly Phraſe, and Faces 
wel {ct , and when that is Done, be as vile too 
they were, by virtue of their Chriſtin Liberty. L 
Cant, and Pretence, have a Preſcription to i 
Management, this has bin always a pop Dular Outside | 
and the Cheat wil ſti! go round, fo long as there 1s 
Ignorance, and want of Judgment i in the World. 

But then what an Abuſe is this to Men of Thou. 
and Penetration? How muſt this barefacd Injpo- 
ſture Itritate the ſpleen of an honeſt and good Man, 
who is Religious heck Art, and makes a Con: :- 
ence of his Doings 2 Moe unto ye Scribes and I. 
riJees, who Pray only to be ſeen of Men, aud to bis 7 
Glory of them Io umo ye, for there is NO Kew ard | 
to this Oltentation 5 'whoever carries more R. 
gion in his Face than in his Heart, God will Appoin: 
hinr his Portion with the Hypocrites. 

come no to my ſecond Particular, 4 y which 
am to Fnquire, what that Aghteouſnels is, W 
is 70 Excede the Rig breoujmeſs of 282 Siber and Pr 
riſees. | 

Rightcouſneſs then, in the moit proper Senfe ©! 
the Word, ſignifies the particular Virtue of Jultice,u 
in the Old Teſtament, we ſha] feldon! kind it carry 
My Other Signifcation. | 

indecd, tometimes ? tis Ute 0 for Almſeraing 0 
Chari 
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ca Mes ith hs. as Lit 
Charity to the Poor, as in 112 P/. He hath diſperſ- 
ed, he hath given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs endure 
eth for ever. However, this Charity to the Poor, 15 
ſo nearly Ally d to the Nature of Juſtice, I hat we 
cannot Diſcharge our Duty to God, as our Fricud, 
and Benefactor, without it. Nay, Righteon/zeſs,and 
Truth, are by S. Paul to the Epheſ. Taken allo in this 
Senſe, where they ſignity Juſtice in our Words, and 
Actions with Men, altho' he alſo cals them 
the Fruits of the Spirit. Eut then the Righteoulneſs 
ia my Text, is not ſo Circumſcrib'd in its Nature ; 
it looks not at one Duty, but the whole Bulincſs of. 
Religion, fo far as it may be Atiain'd without Affe- 
ctat ion, or the fulſome Mixture of Looking and Pre- 
tending, aud ſeeming better than other People. 
There is an Air of Sincerity in the Behavior of a 
good Man, which carries him thro' al! Suſpicion, and 
Centure z but tis the Misfortune of the Hypocrite 
often to ſlip his Diſguic, notwichiſtanding his Care 
to keep it on; there is full ſomething or Other, 
peeping from under his Cloke, which car s very Bo- 
ay, both to Ridicule and Abhor him, : 
How then ought we to Value true Right-ouſnels, 
which Acts notning but it ſelf, and Appears with 
Openneſs and Candor to all the World > Under the 
Notion of Righteouſneſs, we are to Reduce al the 
Apprehenſions we have of Juſt, Good, True, I fe 
Faithful, and Upright, in Oppoſition to Evil, Un- 
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1 hat as they Cannot 


d nce, ſo they can ne- 
ver be changed without Violence, Should i not be 
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thousht troubleſome, 5 2 tel any Man, what it is to 
be Gb, to be Juſt in his Deali: 185, True to his 
Word, aud Faithful to his Truſt? Would it nor 
be AAun Avere, to inform him what Malice and Ha. 
tre is, what Ste- ling, a 114 what Evil Speaking, Ly 
ing, 1nd Stande ering ? Every Man has a Preccpior 
11 his, own breiſt to tel him thefe Things; the 
Law of his Nature, as wel as the C briſtian Religion 
D &atcs the Envrmity of them. So that we may ca- 
fily Dy ſcern what that Righteouſneſs is, which we are 
to Practiſe, from the Natural Notions lmprinted on our 
Minds, and which th eGoſpel only Entorces by Mo. 
tive. drawn from another World. 
Thus wekaow without Argument, That we are 
do no wrong to Integrity, by Diftembling, to e 
by Lying, ad to Fidelity by Falſhood. "We are 
i: 2 Op; ofe Goodnefs for Totereſt: Juſiice for Ambi 1 
tio 1, or a good Caule for the ke of Kindred, 
Friend hip. We are not to Injure our Acquainrance |» 
ujut Cenſure, our Friends by od Infiauations, Or «11y 
Of our Neighbours by ſudden Calumny and Diſc t. 
Wi'i are not to have high Conceits of our ſelvec, . 
th: Prein ſice ot other People; for Pride is 
ways Conten tous, Depreſſing the Worth, 
Datu bing the Qui-t of good Neizhbourhood ard 
- SQCictY. 
No theſe, in ſhort, are the deties of Riglnec 
nes, and theſe arc they, by which we are to 
; ecile the Phariſces, or to loſe that Reward, wt. 
God hath Promiſed to the Righteons, Indeed 
Luſts and Palſtons are the main Obſtacles to t!: 
Dautics, and lo long as they Govern, there w * 
| neither Equality, nor Equity in any Thing we 
our LifeandConverſation wil be Phars/atcal beben. 
we Dy ſigu it or not; it we are not geod 1 in rea!“ 
it mult be help't oat by Artifice, and Beceit. Do: 
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not fee every Day how bad Complexions are mend- 
ed by Patching and Painting, and the dusky Hue 
improv'd by beautiful Coſmetics * And ſo it is in 
Religion; a bad Man, to make himſclf Acceptable, 
Converles with the Miene of a good One; and the 
Strumpet to gain Reſpect, is ftil pretending to Chaſti- 
ty, and aſſuming the Beauty of that Charact-r. T here 
is nothing to be done without the one or the other; 
we muſt cither be thoroly good, or downright Hy- 
pocrites. 

Toa Word. When Principles flow from the Heart, 
and from Convictions, That they are for our Wel- 
fare, and our Happineſs, then I am ſure, they will 
be Practis'd; but if our Faith be wavering, and we 
entertain our Opinions in Religion, as we do the 
Modes, and Faſhions of the Times, Farewel to Righ- 
teonſne(s, and Goodneſs; we ſhal own no more than 
their Superficies, and what is moſt for our preſent 
Purpoſe, and Advantage. But before I take my 
cave of this Head, I mult ſtrengthen the Notion we 
have of Righteouſneſs, by inſiſting over agen, as the 
laſt Impreſſion I am to make on you about i, That 
tis a Conformity to the Law of God in all it's Pas- 
ticulars, Unblemiſh't by any wilful Digreſſions from 
it. It we would be thought Rightcons indeed, there 
are many things Requir'd of Us to Complete that 
Appearance ; there mult be an Underſtanding of our 
Duty, and an carneit Application to the Ditcharge 
of it; there muſt bean Orchordox Belief, and a ſin- 
cre Practice of ſuch things as arc ſuitable to that Be- 
ef, There muſt be Sobriety and Integrity, Diſcre- 
tion in our Speech, and Temporance in our Paſſions; 
(4. e.) Such a Suſpenſion of them, as not to be Byalt 
by any Conſiderations in favor ot our ſclvcs, or any 
Party we Adhere to. But above al things, thete muſt 
. be Charity, which St. Pau ſays, is the Band of Fer- 
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fectiur, and the Sum of every thing elle, He means 
that Charity, which is Exerciſed in au Undiſlemb hid 
Love, and Kindneſs to our Neighbor ; oppoſite 0 
that Unchtiſtian Liberty, which many People take in 
Carving out what they Pleaſc of every Body's Re- 
pucation, and Character, tor their Entertainment 

Lcome now to my 7; bird, and laſt Particular (. 

The Penalty incur d by thoſe, who do not Exc 
ihe Righteonſneſs of the Seribes, and Phariſees, Ih- 
fhal in no Caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
' Youſec here the Neceſſity of Evangelical Rig 
 onſnefs, it is made in the Tex: the indiſpenſable Con 
d tion of eternal Lite. Tis truc, the HAing dos of 
Header, as it is here Exprefled, has a two-told \-- 
ceptation, the one, as it ſigmfics the State ot 
Goſpel, or the Chriſtian Religion, when it was g 
Preached; the other, as it Implics that future 8 
of Ha opinefs, which good Men ſhal Enjoy in anotha 
World, When they have done with the F ruitiou (4 
"this. And this is the Senſe moſt pertinent to be 
Phraſe in my Text, the Kingdom of Heaven: *.: 
frequent in the New e, and 1 ſhal mak! 
of ir accordingly, 

If wethink the Kingdow of Heaven worth our Ui 
Jjoying, why do we take ſuch Courſes 10 be deten 
of it? Why do we Halt betwixt Two, betwixt 
God, and this World, as if there were no choice 11 
the things themſelves, but that it was Left to our 
Fancy to Determin the Valu of them? If we be::cv? 
not the Revelation of the Goſpel, .*tis no nate 
what we Da; but if we own the Word of God, 
and the Authority of our Savior, tis a ſtrange Picce 

ot Folly to trifle away al the Intereſts. of another 
Life, for the Tricking part of this; and he is e 


o do 15 who ſtudics only the Grimace, and. the 
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Vizard, and takes all Opportunities to Circomvent 
thoſe, who are not Aware of him. 6 

But then Let it be Allow'd him, what he 1s 5 
fond of, to Paſs in the World for a cunning Man, 
What is the upſhot of Diſſimulation? What is the in- 
come of Pretending to one thing, and doing ano- 
cher > What are the Cuſtoms of Knavery, aud how 
are the Rates Eftabliſh't for Breach ot Truſt, and Ex- 
tortion? What are the Perquiſitcs of Lying, and. 
Slindering, and t':e Ra turns that are made by a fe 
Tongue 2 What do People get by Inventing, or how 
are they Profit ed by Re: ailing a Lye? I am raid, 
the Revenues cf theſc Sins wil not Balance the In- 
co.zveniences they ſ{ulf.r by them; their Credit, their 

od Name, the Ailiſtance we us'd to give them as 
Our Fellow Creatures, is al loſt; nay, their Relati- 

ons, and Friends with-iraw their Acquaintance, and 
take their leave of them. Suppoſe a Man gets au 
Eſtate by al, or ſome of theſe Vile Practices, it ſel- 
r or never ſtays with him; or 14 it Deſcends to 
his Heir, there is commonly an Extra vagance, that 
\cltores it to the Public, and Leaves nothing but 
the Intamy of it to his F awily. 

What Solomon Obſerves in Prov. 6. will be very 
Appolie to what has bin ſaid, and therefore 1 ſhal 
„join it for your Edification. There arc ſix things, 

yn he, which the Lord hateth, à proud Look, 4 

g Tonene, an Heart that Deviſeth N ickedneſs, 
Fe + that ive ſwift in Running to Miſchi:f, a falſe 

'| neſs that ſpeaketh Lies, and him that joweth Di/- 
cord among Brethren. 

How Prud-nt then would it be in Us, to turn our 
Thoughts from theſe things, and this Buſineſs, con- 
it cring, how little we make of them at moſt, and 
how ſhort a time is Alow'd us to Enjoy even the belt 
en Goods we can Pollels ? ? This Lite is of little 
Moment 
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"' ought" tobe with a Profpett that Way; for the: 
f firopgeſt fancy other wiſe is but th Phiating of a 


Dream, and 4 our Imaginations; as to ee, t 


and Kiches of this World; Viſion; and Deluſion- 
Let us be abwvays perſwaded that Nighteonſue wo 18 
the only Means, by which we can hin: a Juſt Title 
to the King Sake of Heaven, and conſequently, That it 
is the abſurdeſt Thing in the World, for any Man to 
thiuk he can ever Poſſeſs this Ningdom, Without ir. 
\ There is ſo intimate a Conne n between them, 
and the Relation they have to each other, is .O Mü 
tual, That as a great Author has obſerved, 4 en 
may as reaſonabl expect, to be well without Healthy 
to be Happy without Rrghtcouſneſs ; For thisBrizh# 
ons up that Innage of Cod, in which he at firſt crea- 
ted Us; this gives Us a Similitude to him in our 
Dupolitions, by which alone we are made capable 
of entring into the Glory of his TREE au! #9 * 
log him for Euer. 
What a Conremplarionis this, and what an En 
| gage ment wil it be on every one ot us, to turn 6 21 
' Sir Evil Way, and to live Rig he, and 'Goaty 15 
this preſent W ortd'? This Thought, certainly caunot 
Tail to Attract our Inclinations to good Works | i ©] 
1 be, indeed Righteous boch in Profefion and Pra 
ice, Without which, We * in 10 hos 6d Enter tg 
| DMM Dye of Heaven, | | CY e 
iow to the King Eternal; beads; Inviiitle 
and only wife God, be Honor and * f0 
"0 Ever and 14955 Auen. e 


: 


rr ov mr 1 —— — 


Ty On is 1 4 


l 
mY — 99 


— <0. 


